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This talk examines how the concept of ethical design 

can be a promising approach to address the AI pacing 

problem, which stems from legislative measures 

struggling to keep up with the rapid advancement of 

technological advancement. In addition to considering 

ethical design for social robotics,  I  also discuss 

regulatory frameworks based on non-binding, flexible 

AI  ethical  standards to enable stakeholders to 

effectively manage the ethical, legal, and social 

implications (ELSI) risks inherent in daily human-robot 

interactions. By incorporating AI ethical standards into 

the development process of social robots, robot 

developers can embed principles of responsible 

innovation and research without conflicting with laws 

enacted for robot regulation.
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Yueh-Hsuan Weng is an Associate Professor 

at the Inamori Frontier Program, Institute 

for Advanced Study (IAS), Kyushu University, 

and the Frontier Research Institute for 

Interdisciplinary Sciences (FRIS), Tohoku 

University (cross-appointment). He was 

Assistant Professor at FRIS and the Graduate 

School of Engineering, Tohoku University 

from 2017 to 2023. He is interested in 

interdisciplinary studies, especially in issues 

concerning the interface between AI and 

the law. He received his Ph.D. in law from 

Peking University. During his PhD studies at 

Pek ing  Un ive r s i t y ,  Weng  founded 

ROBOLAW.ASIA and CHINA-LII (China Legal 

Information Institute), China's first initiatives 

in AI law and free access to law. He is 

co-editor and author of the Cambridge 

Handbook  o f  t he  Law ,  Po l i c y  and 

Regulation for Human-Robot Interaction.


