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Türkiye and Japan celebrate the 100th anniversary of the 
establishment of diplomatic relations in 2024.
However, the origins of the bond between Türkiye and Japan go 
back even further.
The solidarity between the peoples of the two countries has been 
deepened not only through the Ertugrul frigate disaster (1890) 
and the rescue of Japanese citizens during the Iran-Iraq War 
(1985), but also through mutual assistance during earthquakes.
This seminar will look back on the history of friendship and 
diplomatic relations between Türkiye and Japan, which have always 
reached out to each other in difficult situations, and introduce the 
current state and future prospects of the cooperative relationship 
between the two countries, which was elevated to a strategic 
partnership in 2013.
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Türkiye and Japan celebrate 100 years
of diplomatic relations
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Ambassador Korkut Güngen was born in Istanbul on March 17, 1968.
He graduated from the Department of International Relations, Faculty of Political Sciences 
at the University of Ankara.
After joining the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Türkiye in 1989, he worked 
in various departments related to Eastern Europe, Cyprus, NATO, Organization for 
Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE), disarmament and arms control, the European 
Union, the United Nations, and other international organizations as well as humanitarian 
assistance. He served in the Embassy of the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus and the 
Turkish Republic of Lithuania, as well as the Western European Union (WEU), the 
European Union (EU), and the Permanent Mission of Türkiye to the Organization for 
Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE). After serving as the Ambassador of the 
Republic of Türkiye to Ecuador and  the Director General for Multilateral Political Affairs in 
the Ministry, he has been the Ambassador of the Republic of Türkiye to Japan since 2021.
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