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The Problem of the Concept of Race and
Racism in Japan
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Dr. Noriko Seguchi, Specially
Appointed Researcher
(Faculty of Social and Cultural Studies)

Since the 17th century, the diversity of human beings
has been simplified into racial categories based on
skin color and other physical characteristics.
However, it is important to note that the concept of race has no biological basis
and is rather a social construct. The concept of race has been used to justify
colonialism and slavery, and racial discrimination continues to persist in the
present day. The concept of race has also been accepted and used in Japan,
particularly in the media. However, discussions about racism are not common in
Japan. It is crucial to acknowledge and address the existence of racism.
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Towards Religious Diversity and
Multiculturalism
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Hiroko Kinoshita, Associate Professor
(The International Student Center)
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It is estimated that by 2050, the world’s Muslim = A 'S : /’
population will account for approximately 30% of the @ h
world’s total population. Many Muslims are expected S

to come to Japan in the future, making Japanese

society increasingly diverse. How can people of different faiths live together?
Let’s learn together how to understand religious diversity for multiculturalism.
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Human Diversity From a Genomic Perspective
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Professor Mikita Suyama
(Research Center for Systems Immunology,
Medical Institute of Bioregulation)

As the phrase “the apple doesn't fall far from the
tree” suggests, children resemble their parents. This
is because they are genetically similar. On the other
hand, if we look around the world, we see a variety of
people with different skin tones, eye colors, and hair textures. Today, we can
easily examine the genome- the complete set of human genetic information—for
every individual. Let’s think about the human diversity and diseases that
genomes can tell us.
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Biodiversity and Us: Insect Lives Matter
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Student Theater Group “Italento”

(Kishin Inoue/Kotaro lkeda and two other students) S‘ g}\
Our planet is rich in biodiversity. Insects are an

especially diverse group, accounting for more than g
50% of all known species on Earth. Insects are hard

workers, some are pollinators, others are protectors

of agriculture, decomposers of poop and human

waste, etc. Insects are essential to our lives. But have we ever appreciated their

hard work? How significantly would our daily lives change if there were no
insects? Today, we will try to see the life of our “daily neighbors.”
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Professor Johan Lauwereyns

Faculty of Arts and Science
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